
https://nsw.paddle.org.au/clubs/the-orange-army-newy-paddlers 

The Orange Army – Newy Paddlers 

The club known as “the Orange Army” where fun, 
support and equality are the foundations of its success 

The First 12 Months 

The club’s vision, goals and culture were created in a frenzied brainstorming session by Darren 
Forbes and Mark Bretag in a road trip to a marathon race at Burley Griffin, Canberra in February 
2016. The colour orange was chosen by Cheryl Bretag because it represented energy, creativity 
and fun and was very visible on the water. 

With passion and excitement these 3 founding members incorporated a new club on 29th March 
2016 and the Orange Army as we are affectionately known, was born. 

There was no stopping us now with the club initially focused on marathon paddling our first 
recognized race was at Wyong 10 April 2016 where David Campbell was the first male to win 
points for the club with Cheryl Bretag the first female a couple of races later at Lane Cove 29 
May 2016 finishing 4th. 

Like children at a candy store, our first race in club colours was at Windsor on 30 April 2016 to 
do a marathon race, not caring how we paddled but to represent our new club dressed in orange 
apparel, ably supported by our team mascot ‘Nemo’. This wasn’t about winning but having fun 
and talking to everyone on the water about where we were from and located. 
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Team 
Mascot Nemo with Mark Bretag, Darren Forbes, Cheryl Bretag – Windsor

Newy Paddlers saw the opportunity to establish a presence at Throsby Creek, Carrington NSW 
because of its easy access to the water, popularity with other water sports and the safe 
paddling environment. Our aim was to connect with the community by supporting local 
organisations and to encourage people to take up the sport of paddling. 

By the end of September 2016 our club had grown to 35 Adult Members – 20 Male & 15 Female 
and the club was thriving. 

This carried through to great participation in the Marathon Series with the club achieving 84 
points in its first series and coming 11th out of 20 clubs, winning several awards. 

Our strong focus on community and charity organisations saw us well represented at the 
40th anniversary of the ‘Hawkesbury Canoe Classic’ 29-30 October 2016 with 9 paddlers and 15 
land crew participating – a remarkable effort for such a small club. 

L_R Darren Forbes, Guy Holloway,  HCC Group 2016    Christmas Party Family Hotel Newy 
Cheryl and Mark Bretag   

We finished 2016 celebrating Christmas at the Family Hotel, Newcastle and finding out that we 
had been successful with a State Government grant for $18,000 which would provide the funds 
to establish storage facilities and buy necessary equipment. The year ahead looked exciting and 
we couldn’t wait. 

Darren Forbes and Mark Bretag did a crazy 3-day trip to Adelaide and back to spend a couple of 
thousand dollars purchasing a trailer and a range of different boats from West Lakes Canoe 



Club, returning on our 1st birthday 29th March 2017. This was an important step to being able to 
help new members get on the water. 

We celebrated our first birthday early May ’17 by holding our ‘Splash & Dash’ event at Throsby 
Creek. This was a 1 km cardio circuit race with 20 teams of 2 required to do 5 1 km laps each in 
a tag relay handicapped race. It was huge amount of fun and a great way to mark our 1st year. 

2017 Onwards 

Since that first milestone our club has gone from strength to strength. This has come about from 
tireless work from our various committees that focused on applying for grants, writing policies, 
building cashflow and listening to its members. 

We are proud to say that in our short 8.5-year history we have created a fun culture, raised 
valuable monies for local organisations in need, competed hard in competition and been 
innovative in our approach with the support of our governing body PaddleNSW. 

There are numerous highlights and milestones that are too many to mention but the key ones 
that stand out would be: 

Jan 17 – Paddle4Good Annual Charity events. The club set up an annual community paddle on 
the water to raise over $20,000 for Nova Women & Children & Hunter Melanoma Foundation 
from 2017-2022 

Oct 17 – Establishing a footprint at Pat Jordan Oval, Carrington with two 40-foot containers, 
building a range of assets and equipment to meet the needs of our strong membership base 

Left: West Lakes Canoe Club 
Below: 1st Birthday Splash & Dash Event 



  Containers – Family Day NP & NOCC 2017 

May 18 – PNSW State Marathon Championships. 

The Orange Army turned up in force and  came 3rd behind Lane Cove & Manly Warringah – not 
bad for a little club. 

 Sept 18 – The club worked for 2 years to have members with a disability come along and enjoy 
the sport. 6 members from Healthy Change Challenge were introduced to kayaking which was 
extremely rewarding for the participants and members involved.   

Healthy Change Challenge



 
Mark Bretag 50 Club Races                                                                          Cheryl Bretag 50 Club Races 

Sept 19 – Mark & Cheryl Bretag were presented with engraved keyrings for representing the club 
in 50 races 

Oct 19 – Taylor Maiden Voyage. The club supported two members, Ben & Lauren to raise 
$50,000 for the Chris O’Brien Foundation by paddling the length of the Hunter River (470kms) 

Inaugural Mud Crab Cup. The club set up a fortnightly Wednesday night handicap race over 5 
kms using the perimeter of Throsby Creek 

 
Horsehoe Beach Newcastle Harbour – Finish of Paddle 



Left:  MCC Perpetual Trophy  

 

Nov 19 – Hawkesbury Canoe Classic Presentation. Jack Ward 
recognised for completing 15 races and Elizabeth van Reece 
completing 20. These amazing achievements were not only 
for the endurance component but the fact that Liz had raised 
$61,000 for the Arrow Bone Foundation 

 

 
Jack Ward                                                                                                                                 Elizabeth Van Reece 

Dec 19 – The final buoy was placed in Throsby Creek to complete a defined 2.5km circuit for 

training and our handicap series. It took 3 years of negotiating with ServiceNSW, but the club 
was able to place 5 buoys around the perimeter of the creek for our local races and to benefit 
the paddling community. NP is responsible for the maintenance of these buoys. 

Mar 20 – COVID arrived and competitive paddling became non-existent. The Orange Army 

kept engaged by doing social media posts on 20 member profiles which was a great opportunity 
to learn a little more about our members. 

Aug 20 – a 12-month renewable lease for 129 sqm was negotiated with Newcastle City 

Council and the containers repositioned to meet the needs of the club and our neighbours, 
Newcastle Outriggers Canoe Club. New storage racks were installed and the opportunity for 
members to rent their own rack space was offered. 



Container Painting    Women on Water (WOW) Day Throsby Creek 

Nov 20 – Come and Try Days for women. The club has endeavoured to build women 
membership in the club and have held 3 WOW (Women on Water) days. They have all been very 
successful and enjoyed by everyone involved. 

June 21 – A drone video featuring 28 members was produced to promote our club, the benefits 
of paddling, showcase the sights of our local community and celebrate our 5th birthday. 

Oct 21 – The club was successful in securing a grant for a defibrillator. The training was 
undertaken by some dedicated members and is a valuable piece of safety equipment to have 
for the benefit of our members and the community. 

Feb 22 – Our member, Morven Flett completed the Bass Straight paddle which was 372kms and 
3 weeks of adventure. Morven was acknowledged by PaddleNSW as the inaugural winner of the 
‘Recreation Paddler Recognition’ award. This was followed by another member, Nick Newton in 
the following year 

  Defib Training 



Morven Flett heading down Flinders to Lilly’s from Killiecrankie

Sept 22 – A drone video was produced of the course in April which 20 members participated in. 
This was produced to assist paddlers with understanding the course and was very 
professionally done by Bowline Media. The inaugural harbour race for Newcastle was hosted by 
our club with 20 members competing and Justin Lennon and Peter Holz winning the 10km race. 

April 23 – A trial divisional race was held using Webscorer. This was an important step for the 
club in being able to accept registrations online and produce results from the beach after the 
race. 34 people participated which included 11 women – a wonderful turnout. A process was 
written to assist future volunteers and was shared with PNSW to be used as a resource for other 
clubs.  

Harbour Race   Divisional Race Trial 



Sept 23 – The club was invited to host its 2nd harbour race and the presentation afterwards. Our 
close relationship with Newcastle Cruising Yacht club enabled the club to host the 
presentation of awards and showcase our beautiful harbour. 56 people attended the buffet 
lunch at Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club and to watch the series winners being recognised for 
their achievements. 

Long Course – Nathan Hays & Dan Stein came 2nd and in the Short Course Craig Simpson and 
Mick Cowling came 1st and 2nd respectively 

PNSW Harbour Series Presentation 2023 – Liz, Robyn & Peter    Paddle Australia National Volunteer of the Year 
  Darren Forbes 

Oct 23 – Our club and a number of our members have won awards and been recognised for 
their contributions to the community and PNSW. The standout has been Darren Forbes winning 
the Paddle Australia ‘National Volunteer of the Year’. The Orange Army are super proud of his 
achievement and what he does for the club.   

The club has evolved where a large demographic of members enjoys the harbour and ocean 
paddling (based on location and easy access to the harbour and creek). There is a wide range of 
paddling interests and with the membership at a peak of 90 members last year we can offer 
potential members a wide range of choices that suit their needs. 

2024 has been a year where the committee has focused on some housekeeping to meet the 
needs of the members going forward. The constitution was reviewed for the first time in 7 years, 
a boat storage policy was implemented, the assets evaluated and the Webscorer process 
reviewed in readiness for our Mud Crab Cup starting in October.  The Mud Crab Cup (MCC) has 
really come into its own as it is well supported, provides the opportunity to improve your own 
personal paddling times and enjoy social interaction. 

The Orange Army would like to thank all the local organisations for their support and know 
with the ongoing assistance from PaddleNSW our club will continue to thrive and have fun. 
Happy 75th anniversary to all the people that have contributed to a wonderful history. 

Thank you Mark Bretag for collating the history and writing the story. 


