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A photo                                 

2024 was a year where the committee focused on some housekeeping to meet the needs of the 
members going forward. The constitution was reviewed for the first time in 7 years, a boat storage 
policy was implemented, the assets evaluated and Webscorer was introduced to make the Mud Crab 
Cup reporting more professional and efficient.  

Darren Forbes and his wife, Karen moved to Tennant Creek for a year and the roles and 
responsibilities for Social Media communication and the running of the Mud Crab Cup were taken 
over by Cara Budge and Szuszy Timar respectively. The delegation of duties was an important step 
in relieving the workload on the current committee.  

The Orange Army continued to compete strongly in the PNSW events, especially the Harbour Series 
and ocean racing events and do what they do best, have fun. 

Mark Bretag took on a Board role with PNSW hoping to support the paddling community in any way 
he could and took on the Vice Chair role later in the year to assist Annette Mathews (Chair)who is 
from the Sutherland Shire Canoe Club. 

Committee Meeting – Review Club Assets Sat 3 Feb ‘24 

The committee met at the containers and spent the morning updating the asset register, reposition boats 
and deciding what boats to sell based on the club’s needs. The executive (Liz van Reece, Moira Maiava & 
Mark Bretag) then followed this up with a meeting with the Newcastle Outriggers Canoe Club (NOCC) to 
build a better relationship and how we could support each other better. 

UP THE CREEK 
The club known as “the Orange Army” where fun, support and equality 

are the foundations of its success 
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Recreation Paddle, Tea Gardens - Sunday 18 Feb ‘24 

Seven of us met to explore the Myall River, launching from Anzac Park. Due to the tides, we went to the 
left and went upriver, exploring the small channels between the mangroves where we saw flocks of Black 
Swans and other birdlife. We then stopped at Myall River Camp for a stretch and morning tea then 
headed back. 
 
Some of us saw dolphins on but Ross was CONVINCED it was a shark. Nevertheless, we paused at a 
sandy spot for a quick float/soak in the water to cool down before packing up…with Murray telling Ross to 
stop splashing as it will attract the shark. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rescheduled Doubles Race & BBQ Wed 27 Mar ’24 
 
Great turnup on Wednesday night for our rescheduled doubles race which was washed out at Christmas. 
10 doubles and 7 singles raced over 5km and 7.5km with handicapped starts. Bragging rights for 1st 
across the line belonged to Liz in the 5km and Alex & Nathan in the 7.5km. 
 
The doubles were mixed with paddling partners made up of rivals, young and not so young, mirage 
paddlers and competitive spec surf ski paddlers but all had fun trying to stay upright.  
 
Fit, competitive and up for a challenge, Craig and Chris provided some pre-race entertainment paddling 
(or trying to ) a sleek very fast looking VAJDA double. 3 times swimming is not a charm and so they 
swapped boats into the BARGIE double to do the race. Look out for them next year when they’ve 
managed to get in the boat before the race and have some practice!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
40 people attended the BBQ afterwards and devoured 100 sausages with Scotty the standout attendee at 
the hot plate. Our club just had its 8th birthday and it seemed very appropriate to see all the members 
milling around and enjoying themselves.  
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Mud Crab Cup – Wed 11 Oct 23 - 3 April ’24  
 
1st Place – Trevor Monk (Div 5) 

Races attended 9 plus ranking race 2 = 10, 4 PB Race 3,4,10 &12   

Well done, Trevor. You have been rewarded by attending nearly all the races 
and improving your times consistently over the series. He has now progressed from his Mirage 580 into 
an Epic ski so watch out for him next year. 

2nd Place – Craig Simpson (Div 2) 

Races attended 9 plus ranking race 1 = 10, 1 PB Race 2                         

Craig followed up his great paddle in the Hawkesbury Classic last year with  
this wonderful effort. 
He was hotly pursued by Brad Roberts who achieved a PB in every race he  
participated in and will be promoted to Div 1 for the next series.  
 
 
3rd Place – Alan Cross (Div 1) 
 
Races attended 8, 1PB Race 12                                                                         
 
Alan won every race he participated in and was very consistent with his  
times achieving a PB in the final race of the series.  
 
 

A big thank you to all the divisional winners and the spirit in which all the paddlers participated.  

Our series was a huge success with 11 out of the 12 races being run with an average of 23 paddlers 
participating. Well done, everyone. 
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Club Recreation Boat Purchases – Tue 23 April ‘24 
 
Our club endeavours to meet the needs of all our members.                     
 
A former member of our club made an offer we couldn’t refuse and  
so, the recreation craft (Carbonology Splash Ski, Hurricane Tracer  
kayak and a Riot kayak) were purchased for the enjoyment of those 
members who like to explore our waterways in a relaxed and easy  
paced environment.  
 
Happy paddling!!!! 

 

Special Resolution Meeting, Carrington Bowling Club Sat 11 May ‘24 

The meeting was attended by 16 members with 14 apologies. A big thank you to Moira Maiava for doing 
all the groundwork in reviewing our constitution, ably supported by Cara Budge and Darren Forbes. This 
was an important step for the club as the original constitution was done when establishing the club 8 
years ago and it had become necessary to ensure that the rules we operate under reflect how the club is 
run.  
 
 
The amended constitution was carried unanimously              
by a show of hands with no objections and lodged with  
the Department of Fair-Trading Monday 13 May ’24 by  
our Public Officer, Mark Bretag and accepted officially  
on Tuesday 14 May ’24.  

 

The feedback from the members attending was that we had evolved as a club and should sell some of the 
K2 boats to make room for members wanting to gain storage for their skis. Cara Budge agreed to review 
the boats with assistance from Steve Brinkley.  
 
 
 
 
Ultra –Trail 50 km, Katoomba – Sat 18 May ‘24 
 
Chris Hayes continues to show his endurance capabilities both on and off the water  
by coming 2nd  in his age category out of 41 and 228th out of 2170 competitors overall  
in 6 hrs 9 min. 
 
Congratulations Chris, what an effort!   
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2024 NSW ‘Volunteer of the Year’ Awards 
 
The club is very fortunate to have such dedicated volunteers working for its members and the community. 
They were nominated by a number of organisations and reflect the great work the Orange Army does..  
 
National Volunteer Week 20-26 May ‘24 

Szuszy Timar 

Szuszy enjoys recreational paddling but wanted to help our club  
by learning Webscorer, a program that was adopted by Newy Paddlers  
to record times and points allocated for our local Mud Crab Cup Race  
Series at Throsby Creek.  
 
 
Despite not having a technological background she has approached this fortnightly task with enthusiasm 
and passion, being responsible for the pre-registration of paddlers, timing the races and ensuring all 
errors are fixed before posting the results. The success of the series can be directly attributed to her 
efforts as a volunteer which has enabled our members to enjoy paddling on the water. Thank you Szuszy, 
we appreciate what you have done for the Orange Army.  
 
 
Cara Budge 
 
Cara loves recreational paddling but has stepped outside her comfort zone  
and participated in our local Mud Crab Cup Race Series. She has an attention 
to detail and loves helping people. As a result, she has taken on the role of  
communication through social media and keeping our paddlers informed through 
an established text group. Her willingness to make suggestions and help in any  
way possible has led to a review of the club's assets which ultimately will improve the experience of being 
in our club. Cara likes to make a difference at our events by cooking delicious treats and creating a fun 
atmosphere with music. Thank you, Cara, Newy Paddlers love your efforts as a volunteer. 
 
 
PaddleNSW Sept ‘24 
 
Volunteer of the Year – Moira Maiava 
 
Moira came to our club through a ‘’Come & Try” day in 
November 2020 wanting to meet like-minded people who  
enjoyed recreation paddling.  

A key source of income is the rental of kayak racks in our containers which are paid for either a 6- or 12-
month period. The tracking of membership payments was very cumbersome and through her 
contributions, a policy was put in place January 2024 for members to meet a certain criterion in qualifying 
for a rack and having a common expiry date of 31 January each year. This process has made it much 
more efficient and easier to plan the club’s cashflow. 

It was necessary to review the club’s constitution this year as it had originally adopted the Dept of Fair-
Trading Model template when the club was established in 2016. Moira’s eye for detail and experience in 
compliance meant she was able to guide a specially established sub-committee to identify the necessary 
changes, enabling a special resolution meeting with our members and having this unanimously approved 
in May 2024.  
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She loved our culture and as a retired Accountant took on the important role of Treasurer in August 2021, 
applying her passion and professionalism for numbers to benefit our club in a very positive way. 
Our club is indebted to Moira for her expertise, her positive attitude and putting ‘çool’ back into 
accounting. She is a wonderful member of our club that is highly respected. Well done, Moira 
 
Event of the Year – 2023 Newy Harbour Series Race  
 
Following the highly successful inaugural Newy Harbour Classic 
(NHC) in 2022, Newy Paddlers were eager to host the 2023 PNSW 
Harbour Series finale and presentation.  

 

The Orange Army knows how to host a great event, the 2023 NHC was no exception. Firstly, the course 
was interesting and challenging to both experienced and intermediate paddlers. Most importantly, the 
club went out of its way to make the paddlers and spectators feel very welcome.  

The Series Presentation is normally held after the final race at the race location. Newy Paddlers wanted 
to ‘try something different’. They hosted the presentation at the Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club. 56 of the 
72 paddlers attended the buffet lunch to watch the series winners being recognised for their 
achievements. The feedback from the presentation was excellent. Newy President Liz van Reece 
presented Peter Tate with an orange cap, recognising his 10 years’ service as CEO of PaddleNSW.  

The Centre for Volunteering Hunter Region 5 Oct ‘24 
 
Adult Volunteer of the Year – Darren Forbes  
 
PNSW CEO Peter Tate nominated Darren Forbes for his ideas and willingness for improvement, 
innovation and inclusion - whether at a competition, charity or recreation event. As a highly accredited 
coach, he does a wonderful job guiding the prospects/members and is very generous with his time 
mentoring others. His ability to make competitors and fellow officials feel welcome and enjoy themselves 
has created a sense of pride at both club and state level. His enthusiasm is infectious. 
 
Senior Volunteer of the Year – Mark Bretag  
 
PNSW CEO Peter Tate nominated Mark Bretag for the Senior Category for his work as a volunteer Director 
for PaddleNSW, contribution to the PNSW Club Executive Working Party and his ongoing commitment as 
a co-founder to Newy Paddlers activities both on and off the water.  

The Hunter Regional Ceremony was held at Stockton, Friday 4 October. Mark & Darren were unsuccessful 
in winning their categories but were proud to able to represent our sport and be acknowledged for the work 
they do. 

Newcastle Volunteer Service Awards  15 Oct ‘24 
 
Darren Forbes nominated Mark Bretag. Thanks Daz  
 
Newy Paddlers were only one of 8 sporting organisations recognised  
out of a total of 63 awards presented by Sharon Claydon MP. This is  
the second time that Mark has been acknowledged by the Newcastle  
community and is a testament to the effort he makes to help members and  
make our community a more inclusive place.  
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Recreation Paddle, Raymond Terrace - Sunday 7 July ‘24 

The recreational paddle at Raymond Terrace was cool, calm and glassy at times with 7 paddlers setting 
out turning right from the boat ramp to paddle up the Willams River.  
On the paddle back we ran into Russell from Hunter Valley Paddlesports Club who was churning up the 
river doing some solo K1 training. He later joined us for lunch.  
From our perch at the Riverhouse Café we were able to watch the high powered speedboats racing, very 
grateful that we had done our paddle early and were not sharing the river with them and dealing with their 
wakes. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth van Reece (Our President & Legend) 
 
To promote the HCC event 26-27 Oct this profile was posted on Facebook  
 
She holds an amazing 6 existing records in this iconic event  
 
Elizabeth's first Classic was in 1998 and she mentioned that 
 she felt her GREATEST achievement is to have done the most 
"Single" Classic's than any other WOMEN, 17 finishes!! 
 
 
The K1 Vet 50+ gives me the most satisfaction as it took 42 years 
before a record was set in this category. The conditions on the  
night were not paddle friendly at all. I made it to Brooklyn and  
then not long after my arrival, the race was called to finish at Spencer.  
My time was 12hr: 48:00. 
 
The 2nd most important achievement is the fund raising. I was able to raise over $61,000.00 over the 21 
years of doing the Classic for the Arrow Bone Marrow Transplant Foundation. They are an amazing 
charity and worthy of our continued support. 
 
Over the 20 Classic finishes, yes with one DNF, the ones with the full moon were the best. Those with 
hardly any moon were so much harder and the many with strong winds and tides, thus standing waves to 
go through in the dark of night. With these challenges it makes you a stronger person, both mentally and 
physically, and you thank yourself for training in all conditions.  
For aspiring women that may take up the challenge of doing a Classic I would say, go for it. Be prepared 
to do the hard yards with the training, talk to others that have done a Hawkesbury Classic, network, do it 
with a buddy/friend and get a good land crew team behind you. 
 
But the most important thing to remember, there is no failure in starting a HCC and not finishing it. You 
are a stronger person than any other not on the starting line. So have a go and make sure you have lots 
of fun and you enjoy it and keep smiling. 
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Myall Shores Camping Weekend Fri 2 – Sun 4 Aug ‘24 

5 club members, Szusy, Cara, Meredith, Murray and Liz along with 4 club members from River Canoe 
Club, Simon, Nat, Belinda and Amanda made their way to NRMA Myall Shores Holiday Park, Bombah 
Point near Buladelah.  

Friday afternoon/evening the heavens opened up ... let’s get the rain out of the way !! Newy Paddlers 
enjoyed a sunset dinner at the cafe whilst waiting for the River Canoe Club members who were making 
the trek from Sydney. 

Saturday was perfect, sun, blue sky and a light breeze. We did 3.5hr circumnavigation of the back lake, 
morning tea at Korman's boat ramp and jetty sitting in the sun and back to camp for lunch. The wind 
picked up so some of us went for a long bushwalk whilst others relaxed/snoozed. We had dinner from the 
cafe folowed by some games for entertainment. 

River Canoe club members had missed the spectacular Friday sunset, so they decided to hop on the 
water with some pre dinner drinks to enjoy the setting of the sun. 

Sunday morning, an early dawn paddle, 7amish for 1.5hrs on the lake and it was a cold 7degrees but 
invigorating. It was worth the effort even with the cool crisp air for the beautiful mist, sunrise and glassy 
waters. Overall, a great social get together. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Annual General Meeting, Mon 19 Aug ‘24 
 
A good meeting with 21 members in attendance at the Carrington Bowling Club. The committee for 
2024/25 is: 
 
President – Wayne Heaton 
Treasurer – Moira Maiava 
Secretary – Mark Bretag 
Members – Elizabeth van Reece 

- Szuszy Timar 
- Cara Budge 
- Nathan Hays 

 
A big thank you to Liz for her 3-year contribution as President, doing an incredible job and staying on as a 
committee member. We really appreciate Wayne taking on the President role and Nathan offering to help 
with coaching – you both will make a difference.  
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Gloucester Mountain man Tri Challenge – Sun 8 Sept ‘24 
 
Congratulations to Dan Stein, a member of Newy Paddlers who recently  
won this event in a time of 2 hrs 43min 
.  
The first leg is a 24km mountain bike starting in town then quickly heading on 
to mountain and 4WD roads, creek beds, cattle tracks, rainforest, country roads 
and open country. The second leg is a 11km paddle down the crystal-clear 
waters of the Barrington River, with twists and turns, rapids and past fields.  
The final leg is a 9km trail run leg through paddocks and along the edge of farms 
to finish back in Gloucester District Park. 
 
 
Myall Classic – Sat 21 Sept ‘24 

The Myall Classic offered race distances of 47km, 27km and 12kms. 

It was a warm sunny day for a great event. Around 189 paddlers took to the water. With a nice high tide 
and plenty of wind gusts along the course, it made it challenging. 

A very well-run event and great atmosphere at the park. Being its 21st year, it is great to see such a well-
supported event. Paddlers from Qld. And Victoria, Dubbo and Jervis Bay and all in between. 

The Orange Army did very well. We had a number of members who placed in the top 3 rankings for their 
categories. 

27km 

1st Place  
Masters 50+ Female Single Liz Van Reece  
Open Female Single Alexandria Dagg 
 
12km 
1st Place SUP Nicki Day 
2nd Place Open Male Single Andrew Laverick 

Congratulations to the other members who took on the challenging conditions.  

27km Trevor Monk, Robyn Hawes 

12km Wayne Heaton, Jack Ward, David Oswald, Sandy Bonney 
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Harbour/Ocean Paddling 

Our club has a strong demographic of members that love paddling in opening water, testing their skills 
and enjoying the thrill of catching runners.  

A small number of our paddlers take this to the next level and race in various competitions around the 
state. Congratulations to Justin Borthwick, Alan Cross, Alexandria Dagg, Nathan Hays, Paul Hines, Rob 
Lord, Gavin Stewart. Dean Wilson & Sandy Bonney for flying the flag for the Orange Army.  

PNSW 

The Jervis Bay Run - 29 June ’24                            
Justin Borthwick 11th 

Central Coast Harbour Classic – 28 July ‘24 
Alan Cross 8th  
Justin Borthwick 9th  
Alexandria Dagg 31st 
 

NSW Surf Ski Championships 

Shoal Bay Showdown - 9 March ’24               
Alan Cross 3rd – 14km 
Justin Borthwick 5th – 14km 
Nathan Hays 6th – 14km 
Alexandria Dagg 2nd – 7km 

 

Palm Beach Playoffs – 6 April ‘24 
Nathan Hays 8th – 20km 
Alan Cross 9th – 20km 

 
Mosman Marathon – 7 Dec ‘24 
Justin Borthwick/ Nathan Hays 2nd (1st Double) – 20km  
Alan Cross 5th (3rd Single) – 20km 
Rob Lord 13th (10th Single) – 20km 
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Forster Ocean Classic – Sat 14 Sept ‘24 

Race 1 13km Black Head to Forster Beach 13km  

Alan Cross – 28th (10th Over 50 Male) 
Justin Borthwick – 45th (17th Over 50 Male) 
Gavin Stewart – 108th (16th Over 60 Male) 
Paul Hines – 110th (2nd Over 70 Male) 
Sandy Bonney – 121st (45th Over 50 Male) 

 

Moon Island Classic, Sat 21 Sept ‘24 

The Moon Island Classic had 98 people racing overing 16 kms. We had 4 members who battled terrible 
conditions with the downwinder turning into a slog into a nor wester breeze of 20 knots. Well done 
Orange Army. 
 
 
 
Alan Cross – 18th (3rd Over 50 Male) 
Justin Borthwick – 26th (5th Over 50 Male) 
Dean Wilson – 56th (6th SLSA Spec Ski)        
Paul Hines – 62nd (1st Over 70 Male) 
 

 

 
 
Marathon Paddling 
 
Trevor Monk was our sole representative in the PNSW marathon series  
and did the club proud by completing all 7races and winning Division 12 
 - a great effort Trevor. 
 
The club looks forward to seeing us come together and compete at a lot more  
Races in 2025.  
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PaddleNSW 75th Anniversary Sun 6 Oct ‘24 
 
Our governing association was formed in 1949 and is celebrating 75 years of continuous canoeing, 
kayaking, paddling, our clubs, life members, athletes and volunteers in recognition of all that has been 
achieved over the last 3/4 of a century!  
 
Our club was proud to share our short but action-packed history in a very professional newsletter 
‘Currents & Tides’ as part of their ‘Çlub of the Month’ promotion. 
 
Newy Paddlers have built a fun and vibrant community over the last 8.5 years. Founded with a vision of 
energy, creativity, and connection, their members have achieved remarkable milestones both on and off 
the water. Whether it's winning races or raising funds for charity, their story is one of passion, teamwork, 
and making paddling accessible for all. Discover the legacy of this incredible club and the people who 
shaped it! 
 
The Orange Army - Newy Paddlers - PaddleNSW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mud Crab Cup 2024/2025 Wed 9 Oct ‘24 
 
As part of promoting this event the club was featured in a further article in the PaddleNSW newsletter 
‘Currents & Tides’ Sun 10 Nov ’24.  
 
Did you know "The Mud Crab" name was selected as it was the local creature hunted by the Awabakal & 
Worimi people in Carrington where the club is located?! 

Discover how this race brings paddlers together, weaving local history into a unique racing tradition. From 
divisional formats to instant results via Webscorer, find out why this event has become a favourite among 
paddlers and how you can get involved. Read on to learn more! 

Newy Paddlers Mud Crab Cup (MCC) - PaddleNSW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

https://nsw.paddle.org.au/clubs/the-orange-army-newy-paddlers
https://nsw.paddle.org.au/clubs/newy-paddlers-mud-crab-cup-mcc
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Hawkesbury Classic, Sat 26 – Sun 27 Oct ’24   
 
The 45th HCC is done and dusted and with 4 members of Newy Paddlers supporting this year's event.  
 
With 107 paddlers in both competitive and non-competitive classes, doing the 111km and the Dash 65km. 
 
Weather was spot on, even though it was very dark on the river, the moon was nowhere to be seen.!! 
 
The first 40km was with an incoming tide and head wind, then the run out for most to the finish. Well done 
to those in the Orange Army: 
 
111km Nick Newton BB1 14:20:48      
65km Liz van Reece Dash 7:53:54 
65km Trevor Monk Dash 8:44:05 
30km Jack Ward to Sackville 
 
Words of wisdom from a couple of paddlers" - prepare and train hard  
for this event" it does make a difference!! 
 
It was a very well run and organized event and with 300 volunteers very happy and willing to support this 
iconic event. Hopefully through donations the Arrow Foundation will get close to $60,000. this year. 
Plan ahead for 2025, this event needs a lot more paddlers to keep it going. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ultra –Trail 50 km, Kosciuszko – Thurs 28 Nov ‘24 
 
Many of our members take on different physical challenges and Chris Hayes   
loves to run. We should be calling him ‘Duracell Man ’as he never stops  
and always excels in whatever he puts his mind to.  
 
Chris followed his 2nd at Katoomba earlier in the year and won the  
Kosciuszko 50km recently. 
 
 
 
Here are the stats for this amazing effort by Chris: 
 
1st  in his age category out of 11 and 110th out of 948  
competitors overall in 6 hrs 23 min. 
 
Congratulations Chris 
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Doubles Race, Presentation & BBQ Wed 18 Dec ’24  
 
On a low tide 10 doubles and 9 singles on the water did a social handicap race over 7.5km with no prizes, 
just bragging rights for being first across the line which was won by Trish and Peter Howard 
 in 49 min 35 sec 
 
A separate social race over 5 km (not handicapped) was run at the same time using our MCC course, 
and 9 singles had an enjoyable time on the water.  
 
It was great to see all the new members getting on the water and having a good time.  
 
Our presentation happened around the BBQ eating sausage sandwiches and enjoying a cold drink with 
lots of laughter. Our President, Wayne Heaton presented the awards with our special guest, Peter Tate 
CEO PaddleNSW presenting a trophy to Liz van Reece for her service to the paddling community.  
 
 
 
Mud Crab Cup  
 
The winners of the Mud Crab Cup 23/24  
which finished on the 3 April were: 
 
1st Trevor Monk 
2nd Craig Simpson 
3rd Alan Cross 
 
Congratulations to our winners and to everyone who paddled and made our  
first divisional racing series so successful. 
 
 
Stirrer of the Year – Scott Gibson 
 
After being pushed off the mantle last year this guy has come back with a  
vengeance. It doesn’t matter how he does it, verbally or in writing you never 
know if he is telling the truth or not. It is always delivered with a smile and  
conviction. A great club guy that competes hard and eats more than his 
body weight in sausages.  
 
 
 
Paddler of the Year – Trevor Monk & Alan Cross 
 
Congratulations to Trevor and Al. Trevor was our sole representative  
In the PNSW Marathon Series, winning Division 12. You also won Div 5 
in last Mud Crab Cup and have been rewarded by attending nearly all  
the races and improving your times consistently over the series. 
Al did well in the NSW Surf Ski championships and PNSW harbour  
Races and won every race he participated in the MCC Div. He was  
very consistent with his times achieving a PB in the final race of the series.  
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Club Person of the Year – Elizabeth van Reece & Moira Maiava 

President of our club for the last 3 years 2022-24 and a current committee member. 
A wonderful paddler and person that gives so much to her local community and 
still spends the time supporting our club from living in Nabiac. 
Thanks, Liz, for everything you do. 

Treasurer of our club Moira came to our club through a ‘’Come & Try” day in November 
2020 wanting to meet like-minded people who enjoyed recreation paddling and  
becoming Treasurer in 2021. Our club is indebted to Moira for her expertise, her positive 
attitude and putting ‘çool’ back into accounting. She is a wonderful member of our club 
that is highly respected. Well done, Moira 

Distinguished Long Service Award – Elizabeth van Reece 

We had the privilege of having Peter Tate, CEO PaddleNSW present Liz     
with a distinguished LS Award for 15 years’ service to the paddling community. 

In essence Liz has done 22 years’ service being involved in the Great Lakes Canoe 
Club (4yrs) Just Paddlers (15yrs) and recently as President of Newy Paddlers (3yrs) 
This award originally came from her club ‘Just Paddlers’ nominating her in 2018, 
but the official trophy was never given to Liz. 

A big thank you to Peter for chasing this up and making the effort to come from 
Sydney for this special occasion. Well done, Liz!!! 
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Message from President 

What a year! 

It’s been my pleasure to step into the President’s role and I have been learning fast about how much our 
former President Liz, Co-Founder Mark and the whole Committee do to keep the club growing and 
improving year on year. 

As you can see from the list above the Members have been on the water racing, relaxing and having fun all 
over the state. The Strong ‘Orange Army’ stripe and just that Newy region work ethic has meant we have as 
a group performed outstandingly well.  

This will continue and increase in 2025 as the ‘big’ little club that we are makes an impact on Regional and 
Metro races – Personally I will be committing to attending as many PNSW Marathons, Harbour Racing 
series events and Ocean Racing series events as possible. Any members that want to come along and enter 
or just barrack from the shore will be welcomed and as a group we will assist in organising transport for 
people and boats to the events. Liz will publish the Event calendar early in the new year to help map out the 
campaigns. 

The club is now heavily involved with supporting local community like the rowing regatta, supporting PNSW 
with Mark being a key new member of the board quickly establishing himself with precise organisational 
skills, strong advocacy and a big heart! Darren has been our landlocked advocate out West - doing the hard 
yards helping remote communities and we can’t wait to see his smiling face coaching, recreational paddling 
and cracking jokes around the place next year. 

The Mud Crab Cup is stronger than ever, we have broken records for registrations and the divisional racing is 
working like a dream, many new paddlers are getting involved and lots of former members and racers are 
returning after years out, so our success is infectious. 

Recreation paddling is going to be a big push in 2025 as we want to balance the racing side of the club with 
the super fun relaxing and nature based Recreational side with some exciting events, details will be 
published soon. 

Committee wise we have a fantastic team that is still learning how to run the club and help the members 
wherever we can- any feedback would be much appreciated. 

Have a fun and safe festive season with family and friends, take some time to reflect on the year and know 
that Newy Paddlers will be there to help get us on the water doing what we love in 2025 

Thanks.       
Wayne Heaton 
NP President 


