Another big year has passed - the year of the COVID19 virus where competitive
paddling was non-existent, but our club achieved so much in different ways.

Aquatic Buoy, Throsby Creek — Sat 21 Dec 19

The final buoy was placed in Throsby Creek to complete a
defined 2.5km circuit for training and our handicap series.

A big thank you to Maritime Services for supplying the 5 buoys
which will benefit the paddling community.

Paddle4Good Presentation, Throsby Creek - Wed 11 Mar 20
Our annual fundraiser was cancelled 9 February 20 due to bad
weather, but this didn’t stop our wonderful club from raising $6,000
for ‘Nova for Women and Children’. This came about from our
members raising $1,000 and a very generous donation of $5,000
from the McCloy Group. The monies go to Trisha’s House, a local
refuge for women experiencing domestic violence.

We had a small presentation at Throsby Creek with representatives
from the various organisations — well done to everyone for making a
difference.

Mud Crab Cup, Inaugural Winners —Wed 1 April 20

What a great series this turned out to be. The plan was to run 22
handicap races commencing 9 Oct ’19 and finishing 25 Mar ’20, with
the best 11 races deciding the winners. During that period, we
cancelled one race because of smoke from the bush fires and couldn’t
run the last race because of the virus threat.

Thanks to some strategic handicapping from our Treasurer, Trevor
Jordan it was hotly contested over 5km at Throsby Creek with 10-15
paddlers regularly turning up.

Cheryl Bretag was rewarded with her regular attendance and many PBs
to be the inaugural winner, followed closely by Justin Borthwick and Ben
Peteren.

Congratulations to everyone who participated, the many new members
and wonderful comradery on the water. Bring on the next series — it should
be a beauty!
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Social Media — Member Profiles

lan Davey — Sun 19 April 20

We bring you one of the longest serving and arguably one of the
most active members. He loves a chat, is always willing to

help, is a key advocate of the single blade and represents
everything our club is about.

Cheryl Bretag — Sun 26 April 20

| think we can all agree that this person has loads of orange flowing
through her veins. Not only was this person our NP Paddler of the
year for 2019 but she has also become the first person to have their
name engraved on the Mud Crab Cup.

Trevor Jordan — Sun 3 May 20

As with all clubs, the contributions of its’ members are paramount

to the success of the club. Rarely but occasionally a club gets

lucky and finds itself with a member who enjoys the people more
than the sport itself. At the NP we are lucky to have one of these
members as our much valued and loved Treasurer in Trevor Jordan.

Nicki Day — Sun 10 May 20

One of the most active paddlers out there on the water on any
given day. Although an active #OrangeArmy member, the NP
can'’t entirely call her all ours as her real prominence is as one
of the driving forces behind our Sister club the Lake Mac SUP
Club.

Justin Borthwick — Sun 17 May 20

Every club has that one person who regularly shows by example
how to be a great paddler, clubbie and all-round top, quality human.
For us this person is Justin Borthwick. Justin shows all of us what it
takes to be quick, skilled and race hardy. Justin does all this with
integrity, humility, and a very healthy dose of enthusiasm.
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Office of Sport Grant 2019 $4,579 — Wed 20 May

Another important grant that will be used to purchase a safety

boat and motor. The club is fortunate to have many wonderful
members who put in the effort to benefit our members — a big thank
you to Charly Wellard for doing this successful application. This will
enable us to manage our club, regional and charity activities, as well
as maintaining the aquatic buoys arranged to be placed in

Throsby Creek through Maritime Services.

Vicki Baker — Sun 24 May 20

Every club needs a party animal, someone that is always
smiling and wanting to lend a hand. This particular lady is
such a person, competitive in spirit, community orientated
and full of energy. She has travelled extensively, currently
teaches 'Tourism' (especially Tour Guiding), loves the ocean,
is an active outrigger paddler and kayaker.

Volunteer Grants 2019 $3,960 — Wed 27 May 20

The energy of our committee continues to be rewarded. These
specific assets will get a lot of use with our involvement in the
local community and attendance at the many PNSW events.

2 big ORANGE Gazebos

You will definitely see these from outer space. Stronger than the
pyramids and brighter than the sun — everyone will know where we
come from — as if they don’t know already.

PA System

A great way to communicate with people on the water, a valuable
safety aid and dangerous if put in the wrong hands — our club has a
few characters that will enjoy using this.

2 x Roman K1 Boats - 29 May 20

Loan $3,000 paid off to PNSW - 30 months @ $100/mth

This particular loan was provided to Newy Paddlers Dec’17, at a
time when the club was in its infancy and struggling with cashflow.
The opportunity given to us by PaddleNSW enabled us to acquire
two new K1 boats that benefited our vision of building juniors and
giving our members the opportunity to learn new skills that required
balance.
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Jack & Jenny Ward — Sun 31 May 20

He has records in the HCC, MMM, has won many, lost a few

and stirred the pot vigorously the whole way. He represents
mostly as a duo and doesn't mind telling anyone who asks how

it is!! It could be argued that red is his favourite colour and Orange
has become his decorative extra in the form of the stylish
headbands worn while paddling. He is loud, proud and clearly in
love with his besty Jenny.

Gay Robertson - Sun 7 June 20

This great person was on the original NP committee when the club

was formed, she loves travel and mountain bike riding. She is an
adventurer (did caving with Daz) and was a Grade 1 pennants Bowls player
for 10 years. She is a very generous & considerate person with her time and
wanting to help other people. She is someone who we feel amplifies the
#0OrangeArmy spirit.

Malcom Lewis — Sun 14 June 20

This well-respected gentleman of our club has had a life-long affiliation with
the water. He served a couple of years on our committee and is always
there when you need him. He is young at heart, enjoys the exhilaration of a
fast car and breath-taking race on the creek but is equally comfortable with a
relaxing recreation paddle in magnificent surrounds. In his spare time he is
kept busy and entertained by his beautiful large family which now extends to
3 great grandchildren.

Genelle Pacey — Sun 21 June 20

This lovely lady joined our club last year and took out the fastest female = —_—
in the Mud Crab Cup. She is an experienced paddler that has completed
the Hawkesbury Canoe Classic 3 times and the Mighty Murray Marathon
5 times. This paddler understands the benefits of perseverance and not
giving up. Now, settled in Soldiers Point with her husband Rick, after a
long history of relocations due to a once nomadic Royal Australian Air
Force life, Genelle is now enjoying paddling without such an intense
desire to train and reportably loving the benefits both socially and fitness
wise.
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Bernie Edstein — Sun 28 June 20

This fella is one of the true characters of our club - the country boy from
Gloucester, known as Brutas, that loves a laugh and just keeps on going.
He is an endurance man that has done the Mighty Murray Marathon a
couple of times and is always doing his best to raise monies for charity with
his involvement in Team WoodenEye.

He is a great bloke to have around and represents the club's true spirit of
having fun and helping out in the community.

Simon McDonell = Sun 5 July 20

The best way to describe this member is 'Action Man". He lives locally at
Throsby Creek and is often seen doing the Newy Fun Run. In his spare time
he runs aerobic classes through the PCYC, loves a good mountain bike ride,
enjoys the thrill of whitewater and can't resist the challenge of taking on new
adventures with very little preparation.

He completed his first Hawkesbury Classic last year for the club and
competed strongly in our inaugural Mud Crab Cup.

Guy Fiddes — Sun 12 July 20

Our beloved President works long hours in his job as an Engineer but
always finds the time to help behind the scenes with the club and juggle
a young family. His enjoyment comes from making things happen and
taking a low-key approach.

This man has a love of the single blade, having initially started on a
Stand Up Paddle board, then progressing to a canoe and more recently
showing a passion to paddle an OC1 (Outrigger). His background in track
cycling means that he is competitive and has to do his best at all times.

Charly Wellard — Sun 19 July 20

A former President of our club, a person that is well respected and enjoys
being competitive in whatever she takes on. A very giving person that goes
out of her way to help people when needed. She loves the water, both ‘on
and in' and for something different enjoys the pain and achievement of long
distance running. Charly (alias Chucky), the lady that loves a chat and
setting high goals.

Steve Brinkley — Sun 26 July 20

Brinko is a sixth generation Novocastrian that has been a member of

Nobby's Surf Club for over 50 years.He has been paddling doubles with

Gary Mears (HVPC) for over 40 years and they are the current NSW State
champions (60-64). He is married to Jodie, has two grown up children

living in Sydney and is a retired Paramedic. In his own words he likes to slip
under the radar and not be noticed. One thing for certain, he is competitive and
will always be there when you are heading to the finish line.

Page 5 of 13



Brad Roberts — Sun 2 Aug 20

Robbo is another member that lives locally at Throsby Creek and also has a
love for surfing. If he is not paddling in the harbour you can find him on the
beach. He was our most improved paddler last year and was only just pipped
for the fastest paddler in our Mud Crab Cup. He likes a challenge and is a great
guy to have around the club.

Michael Keegan — Sun 9 Aug 20

There are 4 members of our club that came from "Just Paddlers" - a club with

a long and proud history that disbanded a couple of years ago. Newy Paddlers
were fortunate to have them join us and with that came a lot of experience and
knowledge. Michael is our only Level 2 Coach, a distinguished gentleman that is
happy to help in any way, spending a lot of his spare time paddling the waters
around Forster. He is a retired structural engineer with 4 grown up children and
a surf lifesaving background.

Mitchell Webb — Sun 16 Aug 20

Mitch only joined our club late last year and personifies what our club is all about
- easy going, helpful, wants to have fun and enjoys the encouraging environment
in our club You will see that he has a number of nicknames, maybe we should
add another and call him "bionic man". He has been recovering from a left knee
replacement earlier this year after having his right hip replaced in 2014. In his
words "this will enable me to now paddle straight " We are looking forward to
seeing him back on the water real soon.

Mark Bretag — Sun 23 Aug 20

Mark, without doubt is the hardest working member of our great little

club. He is the founding member with Darren Forbes and therefore the
longest serving. He is a devoted family man in his spare time and a seriously
passionate social warrior the rest of the time. He cares like no other about
success for all who are prepared to give it a go and that comes across in the way
he leads within the Newy Paddlers. It is a privilege to introduce our Secretary
and all-round good fella.

Darren Forbes — Sun 30 Aug 20

Daz is a founding member of the club and is about to return from NT with

his wife Kaz after a 2 year stint away.

A former Rugby boy, a lover of dogs - you can't go past this fella when it comes
to generosity and going out of his way to help. His passion to make a difference
and always have fun epitomises what Newy Paddlers is all about.

Our community looks forward to seeing him home and the energy he brings to
our club.
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Newcastle City Council, Licence Approved - Friday 28 Aug 20

Our club was incorporated 29 Mar 16 and after a successful grant
application placed 2 containers at Pat Jordan Oval 3 Oct 17. As the
Newcastle Outriggers Canoe Club (NOCC) had lost their home at the
helipad (Cowper St Bridge) NP agreed to help them by providing space
in one of the containers rent free. On the 30 September ‘19 a DA
application was submitted to NCC on behalf of both clubs for 3 containers
and after considerable effort this was rejected.

A solution was offered by NCC for each club to seek their own individual
renewable 12 month licence to occupy a specific area. After a further 5
months of communication this was finalised and we now have our own
area of 129 sgm to call home. NOCC have paid NP for the container they
occupy and a new container has been purchased to be adjacent to the
current one.

New Container & Re- positioning 2 Current Containers — Friday 11 Sept 20
Thanks to 11 keen members (especially Murray & Liz who travelled from
Nabiac), many of which took time off work, we were able to get a few tasks
done. A few of us were down at Pat Jordan early to empty the containers in
readiness for our new container’s arrival at 10am. Unfortunately, the container
didn’t arrive until 12.30pm but it gave us the opportunity to do the following:

- Clean the 40 boats and review priorities regarding refurbishments

- Prepare the new racks

- Tidy up a lot of the gear

- Mow and whipper snip the surrounds

Once the container arrived it took a couple of hours to get the 3 containers in
place. The truck driver from Hunter Containers, Jason did an awesome job
making it all happen. We then spent a few more hours installing the racks

and repacking the containers. The club trailer has returned home after spending
2 years on Mark & Cheryl Bretag's driveway.

The club still has some work ahead in particular, painting the containers and N
creating better ventilation but we are now operating the way we want to. Exciting |
times ahead. Essentially, the new container will be used to hire rack space for &
our members boats — a vision we had 3 years ago and has finally come to
fruition now that NOCC have their independence.
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Myall River, Buladelah Recreation Paddle — Sun 13 Sept 20

We had 8 keen paddlers that did a relaxing paddle down the river for

one and a half hours. It was beautiful and calm with the banks lined with

tea trees, a few houses, a timber plantation and national park. Each paddler
went at their own pace with plenty of chat along the way, returning to have
lunch under the bridge. It was a significant break from being on the water as
a group so coming together was enjoyed by all. We will need to do a lot more
of this in 2021.

“Boost Your Place” Grant, Newcastle City Council $4,000 — Wed 23 Sept 20
This successful grant application is another great outcome for the club and
the community.

The club produced a 2-minute video and submitted an application for the
project “Coming Together for the Mud Crab”. This is all about connecting
with the Awabakal and Worimi people and creating an interest in
kayaking.

We will be organising a “Come and Try Day”, producing a drone video of
the day and creating a permanent mural of a mud crab for our container.
This will be an exciting project and is a further step towards the promotion of
of Throsby Creek and the Mud Crab Cup race series.

Purchase Showtime K2 boat, Coffs Harbour — Friday 25 Sept 20
The club is always after a bargain and our boat hunter extraordinaire,
Murray Reece found this beauty through Gumtree. A big thanks to
Michael Keegan who used his car, petrol and time to go on a road
trip with Murray to pick it up. Murray cleaned the boat up and added
some nice orange to the bow and stern. This was delivered to the
container 29 November. The club is accumulating some nice boats
that will be put to good use in our local MCC series and future
marathon events. The generosity of these guys is very much appreciated.

Purchase 2 Elliot boats, ‘Barracuda and Extreme’ — Sat 10 Oct ’20
Thanks to the generosity of our long-time member,
Gay Robertson we secured two great boats and some
washdown racks at a bargain price. These boats have
joined the fleet and be valuable assets for members to
use.
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Mud Crab Cup commenced Wed 4 Nov ‘20

We started with 19 enthusiastic paddlers doing their ranking race on

the character-building low tide of Throsby Creek. This series will be run
each fortnight for a whole year with some variations to ensure the tides
are good for racing. It will be run on a Wed evening till the end of daylight
saving and on a Sunday afternoon through Winter to keep everyone
engaged. The best 20 out of 26 races will determine the winner and for
some variety there will be 3 doubles races to determine our inaugural
club champions which won’t count towards the MCC.

New Seats for K2 boats — Friday 20 Nov ‘20

The club purchased 6 marathon seats from Grafton Paddlesports

with the goal of getting 3 of our K2 boats operational. We now have 6 K2
boats our members can use — this will provide the opportunity to build on
skills and create some healthy competition for the club championship.

It looks like we are certainly going to have some fun going forward.

‘Come and Try’ Day — Sat 28 Nov ‘20

12 brave women turned up and gave our boats a great workout, and at
the end of the session gave the egg and bacon rolls an even bigger
workout!!!

With varying skills, ages and fitness levels everyone was able to paddle
a craft suitable for their level over the morning. With many confirming a
return (for more kayaking, not egg and bacon rolls).

Thank you to Newcastle City Council for the "Boost Your Place" grant,
also Cheryl, Gay and Vicki for their expertise in assisting the try out
paddlers and the amazing Newy Crew for moving, assisting, cleaning the
boats, Trevor for the pics and Super Kaz for the best egg and bacon rolls
this side of the great divide.
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Christmas/Presentation — Sun 29 Nov ‘20

Our annual catch up at the Carrington Bowling Club was different

this year. Much to the disappointment of our members we had a COVID
limit of 30 people being able to attend. The aim was to get on the green
again and show our supposed skills, but the weather had other ideas.
Gusty winds and 41degree temperatures kept us inside in the air
conditioning. We had a wonderful 3.5hrs socialising — much needed after
the extended separation of 2020. After a small presentation to our inaugural
Mud Crab Cup winners, Cheryl Bretag, Justin Borthwick and Ben Petersen
(Genelle Pacey was away on holidays) a nice meal and a few drinks in good
company was enjoyed by all. Many thanks to CBC for their ongoing support
and going out of their way to make us feel welcome.

Working Bees

Sun 15 Nov 20

2 extra whirlybirds were installed and holes drilled at the base of the
containers to create better ventilation. A huge thanks to Guy Fiddes for
undertaking this work. Mark Bretag and Darren Forbes spent the time
reviewing the boats in the containers. A few were sold to provide extra
monies for the club and create more space.

Sat 5 - Sun 6 Dec ‘20

What an exhausting weekend this was. On Saturday, the rust was removed
with grinders and steel brushes, then the containers were cleaned with a
gerni and treated with rustguard and primer. Darren Forbes and Malcolm
Lewis used our safety boat for the first time to position one of the buoys in
the cove and re define the course for our races.

On Sunday, the containers were painted in perfect drying conditions after a
huge storm the night before. This was followed up by lunch and plenty of
laughter at CBC. Thank you to the small group of members who gave up
their weekend to benefit the club, especially Murray and Liz who came
down from Nabiac. Murray also took a couple of boats back to do some

repairs. It is great having people with these skills and willingness to help out -

we couldn’t achieve what we do without them.
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Club Championship — Race 1 Doubles Race Wed 23 Dec ‘20
What a great evening of racing. We had all types of doubles on
the water with varying age levels and skills all having a lot of fun.
It was wonderful to see the K2 boats being utilised after going
through refurbishments.

Congratulations to Vicki and Gareth Baker who were first across
the line of the 7.5km course and to Nathan Hays and Dave
Freeman who were fastest on the night. We had a number of
singles who also competed, as well family and friends cheering
from the shore. A big thank you to Trevor and Kaz for timekeeping
and Andrew for doing a great job on the BBQ.

We finished with a sausage sandwich and a few drinks near our
containers and celebrated the year that was, the perfect way to go
into Christmas surrounded by our paddling comrades and family.
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Bring on 20217

Mud Crab Cup

The next race is Wed 6 Jan’21 so make sure you don’t put on too many kilos over the
Christmas break. This will continue fortnightly till October (see attached calendar) so we
look forward to some keen racing and lots of fun.

Community Painting of Containers & Murals

Thanks to the successful grant approval from Newcastle City Council our containers will
be further transformed in the next couple of months. The local community will be invited
to paint the containers and crab murals will be added to identify our club’s connection to
the local indigenous community.

Paddle4Good & 5™ Birthday

Keep Sunday morning 28 Mar 21 free for our annual charity event where we will
compete over 10km. We will also be celebrating our 5" birthday so spread the word to
your friends and family as this event is for everyone.

Stickers
We have 2 stickers (promoting Mud Crab Cup) per member to place on either your boat
or car so if you haven'’t received them yet please see Mark Bretag

Competitive racing — Marathon & Harbour Series

PaddleNSW is currently in the process of putting together a calendar for next year. As a
club we have always had a strong presence at these events and we would encourage
all our members, especially the new members to participate and represent our club.
These events are heaps of fun as you meet the rest of the paddling community and get
the opportunity to test your ability in races from 5 — 20km.

Uniforms

The club’s colour is “Orange”. Besides being a great safety colour, it also makes us
stand out from other clubs most of which seem to be some form of blue. Our club prides
itself on being different so consider purchasing an item of clothing for when you
represent our club. The club makes no profit on the clothing, it is about being part of the
“‘Orange Army”. To encourage this the club has 15 caps. If you purchase a
singlet/shirt the first 15 in will get a cap for free (normally $14). An email will be
sent out in Jan ’21 promoting our uniforms however | am happy to take orders
now newypaddlers@gmail.com

Recreation Paddles/ Camping Trips — Liz Van Reece

The wonderful part about paddling is there is always something to do that meets your
needs. Doing recreation paddles in different areas at a leisurely pace is a great
opportunity to relax and get to know your members. Liz Van Reece has generously
offered to put together some events that | am sure you will all enjoy. Dates and details
to be provided in the new year once the PNSW calendar is advised.
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Message from President

Wow, what a year!! | tried to find a better way to start this message but in the end | felt
there was simply no other way to do it. 2020 will certainly go down as one of the craziest
roller coaster rides, imaginable. Despite the irregularity of the year, the NP committee
continued to do great things in the background, while from all reports, members took
every opportunity to hit the water as often as possible in the foreground. We together
managed to stay in contact with each other via our social media endeavours and
eventually we got back together doing what we love the most, paddling and racing.

On behalf of the NP Committee, | would like to wish each and every one of you a safe
and healthy Merry Christmas filled with all the things that this time of year should be
about. Those things in no particular order are family, friends, food and of course,
paddling!!

Oh, and if we don’t see each other in the meantime, Happy New Year to all!!
Regards,
Guy Fiddes

NP President

Go the Orange Army
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